April 3, 2009

Work Day – April 4, 9:00 a.m. – ?

Holy Week Schedule

Sunday, April 5, Palm Sunday

· 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m., services begin outside

Maundy Thursday, April 9

· 12 & 7 p.m., Maundy Thursday Services
Good Friday, April 10

· 12-3:00 p.m., Tre Ore Service

· 7:00 p.m., Vespers

Holy Saturday, April 11

· 9:00 a.m., Altar Guild - prepare for Easter

· 9:00 a.m., Youth Group - prepare for Easter Breakfast

· 7:00 p.m., Easter Vigil service

Easter Sunday, April 12

· 6:00 a.m., Divine Service on the Garth

· 7:00 a.m., Easter Breakfast by the Youth Group

· 8:15 & 11, Divine Services

· 1:00 p.m., Easter Luncheon

Reminder: The 8:15 vocal ensemble
· will meet for its first practice this Saturday (April 4th) in the parish hall at 5:00PM, and an hors d'oeuvres potluck follows at 6:00PM. Please contact Aaron Cummings for more information, 331-1622.

Easter Preparation with the Altar Guild

· The Altar Guild requests donations of white flowers for the altar at Easter. Please bring them to the kitchen before 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 11th.

· On Saturday, the 11th, the Altar Guild will prepare the church for Easter Sunday. If you are willing to assist, please contact a member of the Altar Guild. Thank you.

Friday Reading

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone that hangs on a tree” (Galatians 3:13).

Who, then, will take offense at the cross? Who will think such a death shameful? Who will not give thanks to God that His Son hangs on the tree and takes upon Himself the curse which because of our sin belongs to us? There He hangs like a cursed man, who is hateful to God, whom God allows to fall into shame, distress, and anguish. All this takes place (says St. Paul) for me and for you in order that we may attain to salvation. Learn this difference so that you do not judge by what your eyes see, but in accordance with what the Word of God tells you. From the outward appearance the death of our Lord Jesus Christ is a shameful death, and as God Himself calls such a death, a cursed death. But why? Because the sin of us all hangs on it. The tree is accursed, and the man that hangs on it is accursed. The cause of His hanging on it is also accursed. From upon sin there follows the curse, and the more sin lies upon the Lord the greater is the curse. But it is a death for our salvation, which takes away the curse from us and wins for is the blessing of God.

Marin Luther, sermon from 1545

Prayers

Collect for Palm Sunday 
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great sacrifice and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Of Thanksgiving

O Father, Glory to You, for all Your goodness to us and to all of creation; For the world in which You have placed us, with its wonder and beauty; For life and health, for food and clothing, for friends and home; For Your care that guards us always and Your faithfulness that never fails; And most of all for Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son our Savior Who came into this world, who came to serve, and offer His life as the sacrifice for all And who has revealed to us the love that surpasses all knowledge; Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For the Evening

Abide with us, O Lord, for it is the evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, and at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us, for You are light and there is no darkness with You. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now in this present age and forever in Your eternal glory. For You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen

Sunday Preparation

Palm Sunday, The Sixth Sunday in Lent

The congregation gathers outside of the narthex

Opening Hymn: LSB 442, “All Glory Laud and Honor”
Hymn of the Day: LSB 444, “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet”
Distribution Hymns: LSB 430, “My Song is Love Unknown” and 
LSB 440, “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”
Old Testament Reading, Zechariah 9:9-12

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your King is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and He shall speak peace to the nations; His rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.

11As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.

· I might be more impressed if my king approached me with the trappings of power and glory, reminding me of my place in the world and plainly displaying the ruler’s status. How could a king drawing near on a beast of burden give hope?

· On what foundation does the hope of God’s people rest?

Epistle, Philippians 2:5-11

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, 8He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

9Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the Name that is above every name, 10so that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

· Christ Jesus’ communion with the Father is pointedly described in verses 6-8; what single word comprehends that unique and salvific bond?

· As a consequence of His perfected trust in the Father’s promise (a trust shown to be complete through His life-long obedience, even to His own death), what does Christ Jesus make available to us?

Holy Gospel, Matthew 27:11-54

· “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani” (verse 46) our Lord cried out with a loud voice. Is this a cry of despair? For us, why is this call a pillar of our faith?

Announcements

Sun, 4/5

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

· 12:30 p.m., Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

Tue, 4/7

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Christian Education

Wed, 4/8

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Church Fathers of the Early 5th Century

Thu, 4/9, Maundy Thursday

· 12 & 7 p.m., Holy Communion Services
Fri, 4/10, Good Friday

· 12-3:00 p.m., Tre Ore Service

· 7:00 p.m., Vespers

Sat, 4/11, Holy Saturday

· 9:00 a.m., Altar Guild, & those who want to help, prepare for Easter

· 9:00 a.m., Youth Group to prepare for Easter Breakfast

· 7:00 p.m., Easter Vigil service

Sun, 4/12, The Resurrection of Our Lord

· 6:00 a.m., Easter Sunrise Divine Service on the Garth (Isaiah 25:6-9; I Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18)
· 7:00 a.m.,Easter Breakfast sponsored by the Youth Group

· 8:15/11 a.m., Holy Communion (Isaiah 52:13-15; I Corinthians 5:6-8; Mark 16:1-8)

· 1:00 p.m., Easter Luncheon

Sun, 4/19

· after 2nd Service – Special Voters’ Assembly to discuss Rosetta School
God’s Stewards. Paul wrote that a Christian should offer his body as a sacrifice (Romans 12:1-2); this is completely natural, for the body and its members, which were formerly in the service of sin, should now be placed in the service of God (Romans 6:12-19). The Lord, who created the body, expects that the body and its members will be devoted to concrete responsibilities. This involves stewardship of the body; only in that way can a genuine worship of God occur. This takes place both in the Church, in which the service is exercised (Romans 12:4-5) and “in the world” (Romans 12:14). It is impossible to distinguish between Christian service performed in the congregation and out in the world. As the body of Christ, the congregation is the means by which Christ seeks the world; He seeks through those who have already become the members of His body.

Missions. Trinity is linked to Central Africa. Regional Director Mike Rodewald recently visited there with other LCMS World Mission personnel. "Mike, Claude Houge, East Africa area facilitator, and Fred Reinhardt, French-speaking West Africa area facilitator, continued on from Uganda to Bujumbura, Burundi. They went to visit one Lutheran church group in Burundi and two in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). These churches desire partnership with LCMS World Mission for mission outreach. Mike, Claude, and Fred were met at the Bujumbura airport by representatives of all three churches. This was the first official meeting for LCMS with these churches and at each church they visited, there was much dancing, singing, and celebration. What an experience to fellowship with churches that have developed much on their own with few trained pastors, who had built their buildings from tin, wooden poles, and canvas, had suffered through war, and yet are growing and pleading for help to get further teaching in God's Word and a better understanding of what it means to be Lutheran. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Burundi has about 2,000 members, but no trained pastors. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Congo Manienga-Kivu Diocese has almost 20,000 members with 20 pastors and 54 evangelists. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of East Congo has 10,000 members served
by nine pastors."

Easter Meal. From Teri Sonksen, Dorothy Baker, and Pastor Crown: We invite you to join us for an Easter Sunday luncheon at 1:00 p.m. on April 12 at Trinity. If you can attend, please contact Teri by e-mail (t_sonksen@hotmail.com) or phone (650-579-7227), or Dorothy by phone (650-593-5804) with the following information: 1) The number of people in your family who can attend, and 2) The type of food or beverage you would like to bring. We look forward to seeing you there.

Christ on Campus. LSF presents the Spring Lecture Series with the Rev. Dr. James Bachman, titled “Justifying Myself Through Science,” the weekend of 4/17. The Lecture on Friday will be at Stanford Main Quad, History Corner, (Bld 200) Rm 107, from 7-9 p.m. On Saturday, same place as Friday, from 9:30-noon and, Sunday at Trinity Lutheran Church, Palo Alto, from 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Zechariah 9:9-12

· I might be more impressed if my king approached me with the trappings of power and glory, reminding me of my place in the world and plainly displaying the ruler’s status. How could a king drawing near on a beast of burden give hope? He rides in on the donkey to take up the reign of David, according to the promise that David would always have a son on the throne. In this Son the kingdom, anticipated in David’s reign, has once and for all been fulfilled; and this One will bring peace unlike any other earthly and temporary ruler. Rather than entering the city on a war horse and surrounded by soldiers, our Lord entered for His “coronation” (similar to Solomon in 1 Kings 1) on a beat of burden to show His intent – to bring peace and life, which He does by His own ministry, death, and then resurrection.

· On what foundation does the hope of God’s people rest? The blood of His covenant, His assurance to His people. He named the blood and He cut the covenant – He set up and maintains the relationship. This should give us a new perspective on Jesus’ words, “Do this in remembrance of Me.” Should the focus be on our memory or what the Father said that He would remember when His Son offers Himself as our Intercessor?

Epistle, Philippians 2:5-11

· Christ Jesus’ communion with the Father is pointedly described in verses 6-8; what single word comprehends that unique and salvific bond? Trust. He would grasp and try to acquire through taking what was by nature His. He would as the man from Heaven the second Adam receive from the Father, even when that meant His crucifixion. For He trusted in the promise that the Father had spoken: I will not abandon My Holy One to the pit (Psalm 16).

· As a consequence of His perfected trust in the Father’s promise (a trust shown to be complete through His life-long obedience, even to His own death), what does Christ Jesus make available to us? As the One who has received (not lusted after and grabbed) all authority in heaven and earth, He now distributes the plunder and spoil (Isaiah 53) of His ministry: forgiveness, resurrection, eternal life. All the things that cannot perish, which is what earthly lords offer.

Holy Gospel, Matthew 27:11-54

· “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani” (verse 46) our Lord cried out with a loud voice. Is this a cry of despair? This is the cry of faith; He believed all of the Father’s promises and not let one letter be disregarded. Even as the Father turned away, He would not.

· For us, why is this call a pillar of our faith? His faith is shown as perfect; for even as the Son He learned obedience through what He suffered. He endured in true faith even as He was accursed for all mankind.
